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The Lineage of the Legend about Kisa-gotami
Kosho Akamatsu

Abstract

There lived a woman at Savatthi in India. She was known as ‘Kisa-gotami’ because of the
leanness of her body (In Pali ‘kisi’ means ‘lean’ or ‘haggard’ ) . She gave birth to a son
but he died as soon as he was able to walk. She then sought medicine to cure her dead child.

This legend is a very famous story and a number of Buddhist texts (which were written in
Pali and in Chinese translations) refer to Kisa-gotami. All of these texts show some variation
in content. However the basic story, which relates how Kisa-gotami lost her child and attained
enlightenment in her grief, might be true. As well, in later versions, more elaborate and

fictional details were added.
We are now going to compare these texts and make a lineage about this legend.
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13. Kisagotamivatthu  [DPA vol. 2, pp.270—275]

S TV Y

Yo ca vassasatan ti imam dhammadesanam Sattha Jetavane viharanto Kisagotamim arabbha
kathesi.

Savatthiyam kir’ ekassa setthissa gehe cattalisakotidhanam angara hutva atthdsi. Setthi tam
disvd uppannasoko aharam patikkhipitvda maficake nipajji. Tass’ eko sahayako geham gantva
‘samma kasma socasi’ ti pucchitvd, tam pavattim sutvd, ‘samma ma soci, aham ekam [271]
updyam janami, tam karohi’ ti. ‘Kim karomi samma’ ti. ‘Attano apane kilafijam pasaretva te
angare rasim katva vikkinanto viya nisida, agatigatesu manussesu ye evam vadanti . “sesajand
vatthatelamadhuphanitadini vikkinanti, tvam pana angire vikkinanto nisinno” ti, tvam

-3

vadeyyasi . “attano santakam avikkinanto kim karissami” ti ; yo pana tam evam vadeti :

“sesajana vatthatelamadhuphanitadini vikkinanti, tvam pana hirafifiasuvannam vikkinanto
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nisinno” ti tam vadeyyasi : “kaham hirafifiasuvannan” ti, ‘idafi ¢’ idafi cd’ ti vutte “Ghara
tava nan” ti hatthehi paticcheyyasi ti evam dinnam tava hatthe hirafifiasuvannam bhavissati. Sa
pana sace kumarikd hoti tava gehe puttassa nam aharitva cattalisakotidhanam tassa niyyadetva
taya dinnakam valafijeyyasi, sace kumarako hoti tava gehe vayappatam dhitaram tassa datva
cattalisakotidhanam tassa niyyadetvd tena dinnam valafijeyyasi’ ti. So ‘bhaddako upayo’ ti
[272] attano apane angdre rasim katva vikkinanto viya nisidi, ye nam evam ahamsu . ‘sesd
vatthatelamadhuphanitadini vikkinanti, tvam angare vikkimanto nisinno’ ti tesam ‘attano
santakam avikkinanto kim karissami’ ti pativacanam deti. Ath’ eka Gotami nima kumarika
kilantasarirataya ‘Kisagotami’ ti pafifilyamana parijinnakulassa dhitd attano ekena kiccena
apanadvaram gatd tam setthim disva evam aha . ‘kim tata sesajand vatthatelamadhuphanitadini
vikkinanti, tvam hirafifinasuvannam vikkinanto nisinno’ ti. ‘Kaham amma hirafifiasuvannan’ ti.
‘Nanu tvam tad eva gahetva nisinno’ ti. ‘Ahara tiva nam amma’ ti. Sa hatthapiiram gahetva
tassa hatthesu thapesi, tam hirafifiasuvannam eva ahosi. Atha nam setthi ‘kataram te amma
gehan’ ti pucchitva, ‘asukamnama’ ti vutte, tassd assamikabhavam fiatva dhanam patisametva
tam attano puttassa anetva cattalisakotidhanam paticchapesi, sabbam hirafifiasuvannam eva ahosi.
Tassd aparena samayena gabbho patitthahi, si dasamédsaccayena puttam vijayi, so padasa
gamanakile kilam akasi. Sa aditthapubbamaranatiya tam jhapetum niharante varetva ‘puttassa
me bhesajjam pucchissimi’ ti matakalebaram ankenaddya ‘api nu me puttassa bhe- [273]

sajjam janatha’ ti pucchanti gharapatipatiya vicarati. Atha nam manussa ‘amma ummattika’ si
jatd, mataputtassa bhesajjam pucchantl vicarasi’ ti vadanti. Sa ‘avassam mama puitassa
bhesajjam jananakam labhissami’ ti. Atha nam eko panditapuriso disva ‘ayam mama dhita
pathamaputtakam vijata bhavissati aditthapubbamarana, maya imissd avassayena bhavitum
vattati’ ti cintetvd dha . ‘aham amma bhesajjam na janami, bhesajjam jananakam pana
janami’ ti. ‘Ko janati tatd’ ti. ‘Satthd amma jinati, gaccha tam pucchd’ ti. Si ‘gamissami
tita pucchissami’ ti vatva Satthiram upasamkamitva vanditva ekamante thitd pucchi . ‘tumhe
kira me puttassa bhesajjam janitha bhante’ ti. ‘Ama jandmi’ ti. ‘Kim laddhum vattati’ ti.
‘Accharagahanamattam siddhatthakam laddhum vattatl’ ti. ‘Labhissami bhante, kassa pana
gehe laddhum vattati’ ti. “Yassa gehe putto va dhitd va na koci matapubbo’ ti. Sa ‘sadhu
bhante’ ti Sattharam vanditvd mataputtakam ankenaddya antogimam pavisitva pathamagehassa

dvare thatvid ‘atthi nu kho imasmim gehe siddhatthako, puttassa [274] kira me bhesajjam

_4_



etan’ ti vatva, ‘atthi’ ti vutte, ‘tena hi dethd’ ti. Te aharitvd siddhatthakesu diyyamanesu
‘imasmim gehe putto va dhita vi matapubbo kacci natthi amma’ ti pucchitva, ‘kim vadesi
amma jivamana hi katipaya, mataka eva bahuka’ ti vutte ‘tena hi ganhatha vo siddhatthake na
tam mama puttassa bhesajjan’ ti patidasi. Imina niyamena adito patthdya pucchanti vicari. Sa
ekagehe pi siddhatthake agahetva sdyanhasamaye cintesi . ‘aho bhariyam kammam, aham
“mam’ eva putto mato” ti safifiam akasim, sakalagime hi pana jivantehi mataka va bahutard’ ti.
Tassa evam cintayamanaya puttasinehamudukam hadayam thaddhabhavam agamasi. S& puttam
arafifie chaddetva Satthu santikam gantva vanditvd ekamantam atthasi. Atha nam Sattha ‘laddha
te ekaccharamatta siddhatthaka’ ti aha. ‘Na laddha bhante, sakalagame hi jivantehi mataka eva
bahutara’ ti. Atha nam Sattha ‘tvam “mam’ eva putto mato” ti sallakkhesi, dhuvadhammo
esa sattanam, maccuraja hi sabbasatte aparipunnajjhisaye eva mahogho [275] viya parikassam
ano yeva apayasamudde pakkhipati’ ti vatva dhammam desento imam gatham aha :
287.  ‘Tam puttapasusammattam byasattamanasam naram
suttam gamam mahogho va maccu adaya gacchati’ ti

Gathapariyosane Kisagotami sotapattiphale patitthahi afifie pi bahii sotapattiphaladini
papunimsi’ ti.

Sa pana Satthiram pabbajjam yaci, Sattha bhikkhuninam santikam pesetva pabbdjesi, sa
laddhiipasampada ‘Kisagotamittheri’ ti pafifidyi. Sa ekadivasam uposathagare varam patva
dipam jalapetva nisinna dipajala bhijjantiyo ca uppajjantiyo ca disva ‘evam evam p’ ime sattd
uppajjanti ¢’ eva nirujjhanti ca, nibbanam pattd eva na paiifidyanti’ ti drammanam aggahesi.
Sattha gandhakutiyam nisinno va obhasam pharitva tassa sammukhe nisiditvd kathento viya
‘evam eva Gotami ime sattd dipajald viya uppajjanti ¢’ eva nirujjhanti ca nibbanappatta eva na
pafifidyanti, evam eva nibbanam apassantinam vassasatam jivanato nibbanam passantassa
khanamattam pi jivitam seyyo’ ti vatva anusandhim ghatetvd dhammam desento imam gatham
aha :

114. ‘Yo ca vassasatam jive apassam amatam padam
ekaham jivitam seyyo passato amatam padan’ ti.

Tattha amatam padan ti maranavirahitakotthasam amatamahanibbanan ti attho, sesam
purimasadisam eva.

Desanavasane Kisigotami yathanisinna va saha patisambhidahi arahatte patitthahi ti.
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Kisagotamiya vatthu.
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